CORANGAMITE CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Cost sharing principles

Context

A proposal to declare the Barham River catchment as a Special Water Supply Catchment Area is currently being considered by the Minister for Environment.  In partial response to this Corangamite CMA Board recommendation, the local community has developed a Catchment Action Plan.  This approach serves to demonstrate that local landholders, individually and collectively, are prepared to responsibly manage a multi-use catchment where potable water production is a major use.

As with any plan, funding sources need to be identified and cost sharing arrangements established to ensure future implementation.  The following are draft cost sharing principles for identified future funding.

Fencing
Material and construction 

Base rate: 70 / 30 split. i e. 70% funding bodies and 30% landholder. 

This higher rate is applicable due to the presence of a water supply catchment area.

To ensure that the entire catchment ‘Source to Sea’ is covered and maintain the 70/30 ratio, CCMA will cover Barwon Water contribution outside the water catchment supply area. 

Or

Incentive increase – If it can be demonstrated that greater biodiversity benefits or greater river health outcomes can be achieved (e.g. protection of threatened species or threatened vegetation communities) then higher funding rates may be applicable.

These will be assessed on a case by case basis by CCMA River Health Officers.

Project Manager - SOLN

Revegetation 

Site preparation – Total cost to be funded by funding body (spot spraying, etc)

Plant purchase - Total cost to be funded by funding body.

Planting - Plants number 2000 or less, total planting costs funded by landholder.

               - Greater than 2000 plants, funding body will fund total planting costs for plants in excess of 2000. (e.g. 4000 plants, first 2000 plants funded by landholder next 2000 plants funded by funding body.

This arrangement is per annum and not to be spilt over successful years.

Project Manager - SOLN

Willow management

Full cost funded by CCMA.

Project Manager - CCMA.

Riparian weed management of specific project area

Initial weed control covered in site preparation. 

Subsequent years 50/50 cost share arrangement.  [between?]

Subsidy timelines to be determined by SOLN.

Project Manager - SOLN

Erosion control

If in-stream or bank erosion works are deemed necessary, to be fully funded by CCMA.

Project manager - CCMA.

Off -stream gully erosion to be referred to Department of Primary Industries.

Stock crossings

From 15% to 50% cost share between Landholder and CCMA (In exceptional circumstances CCMA may fund up to 50%) dependent on public/private benefit.  Each application for a stock crossing will be assessed on an individual basis, and issues such as type of crossing, costings, reasons for access and crossing protection will be taken into account.  Other agencies such as DPI also provide incentives for stock crossings.

It should be noted that a Works on Waterways Permit issued by CCMA must be obtained prior to the commencement of any installation of a crossing.

This permit may be issued with conditions that are enforceable by legislation.

Activity project managed by Landholder in consultation with CCMA.

Off stream watering( pumping from waterway)

Corangamite CMA will encourage any landholder approach that reduces the need for stock to access a waterway.  Currently CCMA will fund the costs of troughs, pipes and fittings, whilst landholder supply pumps and maintain the system.

It should be noted that an Extraction Permit issued by Southern Rural Water may also be required.

